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Owen. In spite of certain weaknesses which belonged to the age in
which he lived, and which were further exaggerated in the teaching
methods of Wilderspin, we obtain an impression of Buchanan as
a man who was entirely devoted to what he believed was his life's
work. He possessed a wonderful influence over children and his
simplicity of nature was displayed in the tenderness and sympathy
which he showed in the management of infants. Mrs. Buchanan
was a typical kind-hearted, thrifty, and practical Scots housewife.
The idea that she was ever harsh or cruel is preposterous
The evidence we now possess goes a long way towards vindicat-
ing Buchanan and his wife and, in modern phraseology, to "debunk"
the reputation as a teacher previously enjoyed by Owen. There is
no doubt that the latter was the originator of the scheme at New
Lanark, but his ideas would have come to nothing without a James
Buchanan and a Molly Young. Owen's account was written forty
years later, and it is only charitable to assume that his memory
played him false. Probably his disparaging remarks were due to a
fault in his own psychological make-up. Owen was one of those
men who possessed a great belief in himself and was quite unable
to credit that anything could be successful unless he was responsible
for every detail. Like many individuals of wide vision, he paid
little regard to those whose indispensable aid rendered his schemes
a reality.
A second infant-school was opened in Spitalfields by Samuel
Wilderspin in 1820. Wilderspin's ideas closely resembled those of
Pestalozzi, though he denied emphatically that the latter had ever
influenced him. The Buchanan Family Records show conclusively
that Wilderspin's connection with the infant-school movement
began through a chance meeting with Buchanan Miss Buchanan
claims that her grandfather gave Wilderspin free tuition in his
methods and then recommended him for appointment at the Spital-
fields school. There is further evidence to support this claim, for at
the beginning of his career Wilderspin acknowledged his debt to
Buchanan, but when he became well known and successful he forgot
all about it. When he gave evidence before the Select Committee
on the State of Education m England, 1834-5, he asserted that he
was the originator of the infant-school in this country. Wilderspin
was undoubtedly an enthusiast and also a man of great energy and
business ability. Buchanan was so engrossed in his work that he
had no desire to advertise himself, and the field was left open for
Wilderspin.